
 Children who have lost their homes  

are invisible children in our classrooms,  

at risk for repeating the cycle of 

homelessness. It is up to all of us to  

rally around these children as a community 

and provide them with an educational 

safety net to achieve a quality education. 

Cheryl Opper 
Founder & Executive Director  

School On Wheels of Massachusetts  
Educate Kids 
Empower Families 
End Homelessness 

One Child at a Time 

When  

students move,  

we move  

with them.  

Find us! 

A Wraparound Model That Works 

 
School on Wheels is the only nonprofit educational 

organization in Massachusetts providing one-on-one, 

comprehensive, long-term academic support services 

exclusively for students impacted by homelessness, 

kindergarten through college, in multiple locations. 

SOWMA’s Core Values 

 Every student deserves the right to a quality education. 

 Education is the key to unlocking a brighter future and 

breaking the cycle of homelessness. 

 Community engagement will fuel our ability to grow  

and give all students impacted by homelessness in the 

state of Massachusetts academic stability and hope. 
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You Can Help 

Make a donation  
 checks payable to School on Wheels  
 schedule a monthly donation 
 planned giving 
 secure a company match  

Adopt a SOWMA student for a year 

Sponsor a SOWMA program site 

Establish a college scholarship 

Volunteer your time 
 become a tutor 
 organize a fundraiser 
 organize a supply drive 

Share our story 

The mission of School on Wheels  

is to educate children impacted by 

homelessness by providing academic 

support and one on one mentoring so 

children can reach their full potential 

and dream of a brighter future. 

 

100 Laurel Street 
Suite 121 
East Bridgewater, MA 02333-1774 

508 · 587 · 9091 T 
508 · 819 · 3013 F 

www.sowma.org 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/schoolonwheelsofmasschusetts
https://www.facebook.com/schoolonwheels
https://twitter.com/sowma/
https://plus.google.com/+SowmaOrg
https://instagram.com/schoolonwheelsofma/


 

The average age 

of a homeless 

person in 

Massachusetts is 

8 years old.  

The Past Twelve Years 

School on Wheels of Massachusetts (SOWMA) was founded in 

April 2004 by Cheryl Opper, who has served as the Executive 

Director for the past 12 years. In 2004, SOWMA worked with  

20 children a week at two family shelters—one in Stoughton 

and one in Brockton. This year we will serve over 320 students 

at 15 program sites in seven communities—eight tutoring 

sites in Brockton, two in Randolph, and one each in Fall River, 

New Bedford, Norwell, Stoughton, and Weymouth. 

The Impact of Homelessness 

Over the course of a single year, 97% of homeless children 

move, many up to three to five times a year. Half of the 

children experiencing homelessness in Massachusetts attend 

three different schools in one year. Educational research 

suggests it takes a child four to six months to recover 

academically after changing schools. It is not surprising that 

homeless children experience four times the rate of 

developmental delays and are twice as likely to repeat a  

grade than students who have not lost their homes. 

Research shows that only 21.5% of homeless elementary 

school students are proficient in math and 24.4% are 

proficient in reading. The data for high school students is  

even more dismal with only 11.4% proficient in math and 

14.6% proficient in reading. (National Center on Family 

Homelessness) 

It is estimated that only  

1 in 4 homeless teens  

will graduate  

from high school.  

 

It is estimated there are 

37,000 homeless children 

in Massachusetts public 

schools.  

 

 

 

SOWMA’s high school  

students have a  

93% graduation rate,  

with more than 80%  

continuing on to college. 

The Way Forward  

School on Wheels provides an educational safety net for  

the children who need it most by nurturing their confidence,  

self-esteem, and their desire to learn. 

Adult role models serving as tutors and mentors for students in 

kindergarten through college build caring, consistent relationships 

for children who are experiencing the trauma and instability of 

homelessness. 

All of our students are equipped with tools to help them achieve 

academic success--a brand new backpack filled with school supplies 

and books. When needed, project materials and school fees are 

also available. SOWMA surrounds the family with support and 

resources to reinforce the idea that education is a way to change 

their lives. 

SOWMA’s Impact  

 SOWMA serves more than 320 students a year at 15 

program sites in Southeastern Massachusetts.  

 Since its inception in 2004, SOWMA has cumulatively 

served more than 2,200 students and has provided 

approximately 33,000 tutoring hours.  

 National statistics estimate that only 1 in 4 homeless teens 

will graduate from high school. SOWMA’s high school 

students have a 93% graduation rate, with over 80% 

continuing on to college. 

B 
rianna has been 

tutored by School on 

Wheels since she 

began kindergarten. 

Now a third-grader, she takes 

great pride in being a good 

student, following the example 

of her mother—a SOWMA 

college student. Brianna’s 

mother is grateful for the 

consistent support and 

encouragement she and Brianna 

receive from SOWMA, which 

empowers them to pave the way 

to a brighter future. 

V 
eronica was so happy 

and proud to show 

off her high school 

diploma.  

It is inspiring to see our students 

reach their goals despite the 

obstacles of homelessness. In one 

year, Veronica went from living 

in an adult shelter to celebrating 

her graduation and pursuing a 

college degree. The best news is, 

she now lives in an apartment 

with two other students. 


